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PHILIPS COMMUNITY LIFE CENTRE IN KENYA

Africa’s first Community Life Centre
Centre aims to strengthen health care, enabling community development
In October 2014, Philips inaugurated its first
Community Life Centre in Kenya, an integrated
solution for primary health care and service facilities
that provides community development from a health
care, lighting and healthy living perspective.
Developed by the Philips Africa Innovation Hub and
introduced in collaboration with the County
Government of Kiambu in Kenya, the Community Life
Centre (located at the Githurai Lang’ata Health Centre in Kiambu County) is a proof of
concept that provides access to health care and at the same time enables social,
educational and commercial activities after dusk and enhances safety and security of the
neighbourhood.
What is it?
The Philips Community Life Centre goes beyond health care by turning a health facility into a
community hub where technology is bundled with services. The technology package includes
solar power (for a reliable and clean energy supply), efficient and durable indoor and outdoor
LED-lighting (enabling extended opening hours and providing security to patients and staff),
health care equipment (to enable patient monitoring, diagnosis and triage), laboratory
equipment (especially for antenatal care tests), refrigeration (preventing spoiling of
vaccines), IT-solutions (storage of patient data) and water supply and purification (preventing
waterborne diseases).

Why is this centre important to the community?
An important focus of the Community Life Centres is to address infant mortality and improve
maternal health, linked to the current UN Sustainable Development Goals 3, 7 and 12, a
cause to which Philips remains consistently committed.
The centre aims to address a critical
need:
Strengthening the health care system at
primary level
Improving access to primary health care
is a key challenge across Africa. Primary
health facilities in most parts of the
continent are not able to offer basic
quality services to local communities for a combination of reasons ranging from unavailability
of qualified health care workers to lack of electricity, water and basic health care technology.

As a consequence, many people do not have access to adequate health care near their
homes and are compelled to bypass the primary and secondary levels of care, confronting
hospitals with more patients than they can handle.

How does the community play a role, how do they benefit?
Philips involves community members in the assessment and design of the Community Life
Centre in order to create ownership. The solution is tailored to the needs of the facility and
the community. Philips trains the staff and mobilizes the community to make use of the
improved services of the facility. The Community Life Centre serves as a community hub
where, in addition to health services, the local community members can buy clean water and
sustainable products like Philips’ smokeless cookstoves and home solar lighting products, and
benefit from the Philips solar-powered LED outdoor lighting that illuminates the area at
night.

How is the centre addressing the current UN Millennium Development Goals 4 and 5?
Philips implemented the first phase of the Community Life Centre solution in June 2014. A
new maternity building was inaugurated, containing Philips ClearVue 650 Ultrasound and
monitoring equipment, enabling women to deliver their babies safely. Today the facility
delivers an average of two babies per day and this number is expected to grow exponentially
in the coming months. Health care workers at the site were empowered through clinical
coaching and education.
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